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The 1st place float in the 
Homecoming parade is 
Partridge Elementary; the 
second place winner is 
Waynesville Middle School; 
and the third place winner is 
East Elementary. The trophies 
were presented during 
halftime. At left, Mike Henson shared this photo that for 
him captured the “Celebrating Our Stripes” theme.  
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The 2017 Homecoming queen is Michelle Amato, the daughter of Peter and Akiko 
Amato. Amato participates in DECA, FCCLA, A+, National Honor Society and Mu 
Alpha Theta. She is a freshman mentor, the varsity volleyball libero and the All-School 
President at Waynesville High School. Amato plans to attend the University of Missouri. 
The other senior members of the court are Cristina O’Barr, Lacey Squires and Courtney 
Dubose. The class princesses are Tiana Daniels, grade 9; Hannah Hedrick, grade 10; 
and Aubree Derr, grade 11. Cate Long and Eli Walter Rehm served as the Tiger Cubs. 
Mollie Henry, the 2016 Homecoming Queen, returned to crown Amato. Additional 
Homecoming photos are below. 



Victoria Hooker had tears in her eyes, 
long before she finished her state-
qualifying round of golf during the 
Class 2, Sectional 3 golf tournament. 
They were not tears of joy, but of 
frustration and disappointment in herself 
and in the round she was playing. 

Coach Rube Dowell could see that 
Hooker was not on top of her game after 
finishing her 13th hole. With just five 
holes to go, Dowell said, “I asked her 
to make these last five holes memorable 
and not a regret.” 

She had struggled with wind gusts 
up to nearly 25 mph on the back nine.  
“The wind, coupled with not being able 
to get chip shots close on approach, 
resulted in a 45 on the back,” Dowell 
said. “She played much better on the 
front nine by shooting a 41, but she 
knew going into this tournament that she 
needed to be in the mid-80’s to move on 
to state.”  

Reminded that these last five holes 
could be the last of her high school 
career, Hooker started to cry. She did 
not want her senior year of golf to end 

WHS golfer Victoria Hooker is headed to State
in Marshfield. 

“I am not sure what happened in her 
mind, but all of a sudden it clicked and 
she saved her season by finishing off 
the last five holes in 1 over par,” Dowell 
said. “If that isn’t a grinder, I don’t 
know what is! She didn’t have her best 
stuff today, but like she has done many 
other times this season, she ground out 
a strong finish.”

Hooker shot a 16 over par – an 86 
at the Whispering Oaks golf course in 
Marshfield, continuing her high school 
golf career; she will compete in the 
Missouri Girls State Golf Tournament 
on Oct. 9 and 10 at the Sedalia Country 
Club in Sedalia. 

She will be only the second Lady 
Tiger to make it to the state tournament 
in the girls golf program’s 10-year 
history at WHS. Taylor Vick was the 
first. 

“Victoria is a special young lady who 
has made herself into a competitive 
golfer,” Dowell said. “The dedication 
she has had over the last two off-
seasons has finally paid off for her. I 

wish her the best of luck in Sedalia and 
all her future endeavors.”

Those future endeavors include being 
a member of the golf team at Missouri 
University of Science and Technology 
in Rolla. 

WHS Senior Taylor 
Zeigenbein received an 
honorable mention in a 
state-wide photography 
contest for her photo of the 
solar eclipse assembly at 
Waynesville High School.  
The theme of the contest, 
which was sponsored by 
the Missouri Interscholastic 
Press Association, was 
“Once in a Lifetime.”  To see 
Zeigenbein’s photo and
 the other four winners, visit 
http://mipajournalism.com/
sept-photo-of-the-month-
winner-announced/.
Photo by Taylor Zeigenbein

WHS senior 
receives 
recognition for 
photography

The Pulaski County Area Retired 
School Personnel will host “Hotcakes 
and Hot Topics” from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, Oct. 14, at the Waynesville 
Career Center. 

The free informational meeting will 
provide information on PSRS/PEERS, 
the public school employee retirement 
systems for classified and certified 
personnel. 

A complimentary breakfast of 
hotcakes will be provided and 
representatives from PSRS/PEERS, 
Social Security and Medicare will be 
present.

For more information, contact Susie 
Elliott at 573-528-3783.  

Retirement info 
session to be 
held Oct. 14



Each year, families who qualify must complete a new 
application for free and reduced lunches. All students who 
received free and reduced lunches last year have been allowed 
to continue to do so; however, if the new form has not been 
received, students started paying full price for meals starting 
Sept. 18. The district continues to accept forms after that date; 
however, parents will be responsible for paying the full amount 
until a qualified form is completed.

The free and reduced lunch form is on the district’s main web 
page under “departments” and then “food services,” or may 

The Waynesville JROTC Tiger Battalion held its annual formation on Oct. 4 with nearly 260 cadets 
participating. CSM James Breckinidge, Military Police Regimental Command Sergeant Major, 
served as the keynote speaker. 

Free and reduced lunch forms still needed for 2017-18 
be reached by going to https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Page/2892.

The income guidelines are included below. Specific 
directions for military families are on the same PDF file as 
the letter and form; monthly income depends upon whether a 
family resides on post or off post. 

Parents who are not certain whether or not they completed 
the form for 2017-18 may call the Food Services Office at 573-
842-2099.



Waynesville High School students and 2017 graduates who 
received a 3 or better on their AP exams in math, science or 
English language arts will be recognized on Oct. 13 before the 
final regular season home varsity football game of the season.

“We have 75 students who will receive a total of $9,700 in 
checks,” said WHS Principal Courtney Long. The students 
(or parents of 2017 grads who are unable to attend the game) 
should arrive at 6:15 p.m. on the football field track. The actual 
presentation will begin at 6:30 p.m. at Tiger Stadium. 

 The funds were made available through a college and 
career readiness program from the National Math and Science 
Initiative (NMSI), thanks to a grant from the Department of 
Defense Educational Authority (DoDEA). Waynesville was 
the first school district in Missouri to implement this program 
and this is the third year for the checks to be presented to WHS 
students. 

WHS National Honor Society will host a Glow-In-The-Dark 
Halloween 5k Run/Walk at 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4, at Tiger 
Stadium on the Waynesville High School campus. 

To pre-register contact Bill DeMalade, at wdemalade@
waynesville.k12.mo.us or call 573-842-2400, ext 3173. Those 
registering on the day of the event should arrive at 5 p.m. 

The cost to enter is $20 per adult; $15 per student ages 13 
and up; and $10 for students 12 and under. All proceeds will 
benefit the Kitten Division. Those who dress up will receive $2 
off the original ticket price; discount will be given the day of 
the race. Or, entrants may receive $5 off for donating one of the 
items:

• Purina ONE Healthy Kitten Formula Premium Cat Food 
(3.5 lb. Bag)

• Purina Kitten Chow Nurture Cat Food (14 lb. bag)
• Purina Cat Chow Naturals Original Plus Vitamins & 

Minerals Cat Food (13lb bag)
• Purina Friskies Classic Pate Poultry Favorites Cat Food 

Variety Pack (32-5.5 oz cans)
• Purina Tidy Cats Clumping Litter 

Instant Action for Multiple Cats (35lb. 
pail)

• Purina Cat Chow Complete Cat 
Food (22lb Bag)

An individual may receive only one 
of the two discounts. 

WHS students to 
receive nearly $10,000 

Glow in the Dark event 
to benefit cats on Nov. 4

Above, Scenes from the Waynesville R-VI Teacher Leaders 
meeting this week. 

Waynesville High School choir students will perform 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 15, at the WHS auditorium. The 
theme this year is “Beginnings” and the event is free 
and open to the public. 

The choirs will perform the following pieces: 
Women’s Choir:  Festival Sanctus 
Concert Choir: Throw Open Your Shutters
Concert Women: Lineage 
Concert Men: Thirty Second Fa La La
Advanced Women: Dubula, and Prayer of the 

Children
Chamber Choir: Soy La Primavera, In The Beginning 

was the Word
The choirs this year are under the direction of Cydnee 

Gilmore, with assistance by Chelsea Handley and 
accompanied by Michael Perrine.

Choir concert Oct. 15 



During the last weekend of September, the Waynesville 
Raider team finished in 3rd place overall out of 22 teams at the 
Des Moines, Iowa, Raider Meet.

The team finished in 1st Place in the Physical Team Test; 2nd 
Place in the 1 Rope Bridge; 3rd Place place in the 10k  Run, 1 
Mile Ruck Run and Litter Obstacle Course; and 5th Place in the 
2 Man Litter Carry.

On Sept. 22-23, the Waynesville Raider team finished in 5th 
place overall out of 29 teams at the Smith Cotton meet.  They 

were 2nd overall on the 1 Mile Ruck Run and 3rd overall on the 
10k Road-March/Run.  

During their first meeting of the season, the team finished 4th 
overall out of 19 teams at the Clinton Raider Meet. The team 
placed 3rd in the 10k Road-march/run.

The Raiders will next compete at Leavenworth, Kan., on Oct. 
14-15 and then at Fort Leonard Wood – the meet they host – on 
Oct. 20-21. 

Raiders take 3rd at Des Moines meet out of 22 teams

The Waynesville High School students nominated for 
September Student of the Month are Makkah Mujahid, Tyler 
Jones, Paiton Quinones, Grace Kristek, Trinity Powell, 
Emily Schubert, Joey Faga-Rivera, Chloe Trusty, Emma 
Lopez, Symone Smith, Brandon Castanieto, Richard David 
Case, Daniel Doyle and Lauren Enloe. These students were 
selected for embodying the character word of the month 
“respect.” 

The Waynesville High School students nominated for 
October Student of the Month are front row, Zikia Woods, 
Rosalina Imperial, Savannah Jewett, Olivia Kay Grandberry, 
Gracie Barkefelt, Jessica Santos, Melissa Ducharme; and 
back row, Katalina Macedo, Zhajanay Hunter, Brian Rodger, 
Geremiah Corpus, James Felix and Faith Johnson. Not 
pictured are Hailey Brennan and Sanford Tucker. These 
students were selected for embodying the character word 
of the month “responsibility.” Photo by Pablo Cuevas



The WHS Theatre Department and Thespian Troupe 1669 will present the play, “Don’t Tell 
Mother” by Monk Ferris on Oct. 19-22 at the Waynesville High School Auditorium.

Performances will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 19, Friday, Oct. 20, and Saturday, Oct. 21. 
The Sunday matinee will begin at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 22. 

Tickets are $5 for adults, $4 for students, and $3 for senior citizens and children under 5 
years of age. Senior citizens who have a Waynesville R-VI Senior Citizens Athletic Pass will 
be admitted free.

The play’s summary from the Samuel French Website: “On the evening that timid librarian 
Cinnamon Schmidt and her mother are to entertain her fiance Hobart and his mother at a 
serene family dinner, Cinnamon comes home in shock because she has witnessed a bank 
robbery and is the only one who can identify the crook. The pace is rapid fire, the dialogue 
hilarious, and the laughter non stop.”

Senior citizens age 60 and older who reside in the Waynesville R-VI School District may 
pick up their athletic passes during regular business hours at the WHS Athletics Office or at 
the Superintendent’s Office at 200 Fleetwood Drive in Waynesville. 

Chase Den Dekker has served this 
past year as an AmeriCorps Volunteer 
in Service to America (VISTA) member 
with the Waynesville R-VI School 
District. During his year of service he 
implemented intramural sports into the 
Club TIGER afterschool program for all 
secondary schools. 

“Chase has been a great asset to our 
VISTA program and the community 
as a whole. We are fortunate to have 
someone of his caliber within our 
program and we are thrilled that he 
will be joining us for a second term of 
service,” said Todd Whalen, director 
of community resource and alternative 
education.

Den Dekker begins his second year 
serving as the coordinator for college 
and career readiness for the school 
district. One of the highlights from his 
year was the opportunity to assist with 
the flood relief efforts in Devils Elbow.

“Making that impact and difference 
in the community — especially one in 
need – is the reason I chose to serve as 
a VISTA,” Den Dekker said. “I look 

forward to doing the 
same with college 
and career readiness, 
as I help prepare 
Waynesville students 
for future academic 
and career success.” 

“We greatly 
appreciate Chase’s 
dedication and service 
as we seek to alleviate 
and help eliminate 
poverty for the area 
school children, their 
families and our 
community,” Whalen said.

AmeriCorps and VISTA members 
focus on six key areas within the 
community: disaster service, economic 
opportunity, education, environmental 
stewardship, healthy futures and 
veterans and military families. 

If you would like to learn valuable 
skills, develop an appreciation for 
citizenship, help individuals reach their 
fullest potential, create sustainable 
community programs, and earn money 

for furthering your education, then 
AmeriCorps & VISTA service may be 
right for you. Visit the my.armericorps.
gov website for additional information 
or to apply for the paid service 
opportunities through AmeriCorps and 
AmeriCorps VISTA. 

For more specific instructions and 
information, contact the Community 
Resource Office (CRO) at (573) 842-
2250 and be sure to like us on Facebook 
at “Waynesville Tiger Way.”

Den Dekker starts intramural sports 
Profile of AmeriCorps VISTA Member

		

Waynesville	High	School	Theatre	
Department	and		

Thespian	Troupe	1669	Presents	

Produced	by	special	arrangement	with	Samuel	French,	Inc.;	235	Park	Ave	South,	New	York,	NY	10003	

October	19th	–	21st	at	7:00pm		
October	22nd	at	2:30pm	

	
	

Adults	$5	 	 Staff/Student	$4		 Children/Seniors	$3	

WHS theater students to present 
“Don’t Tell Mother” Oct. 19-22


